Rent  Control 

Holds  Down  Living  Costs 
Aids  In  All-Out  War  Effort 
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Whenever  your  rent  dollar  shrinks  in 
value,  your  pay  shrinks  with  it.  Then 
your  pay  envelope  is  like  a  short  blan¬ 
ket  on  a  cold  night.  It  no  longer  covers 
you.  But  rent  control  can  keep  your 
rent  dollar  from  shrinking. 

Next  to  food,  rent  makes  the  biggest 
hole  in  your  pay.  Unlike  your  grocery 
bill,  rent  is  not  made  up  of  many  adjust¬ 
able  items.  When  steak  goes  up  in 
price,  you  can  buy  some  other  food  in 
stead.  When  rent  goes  up,  you  either 
pay  it  and  cut  down  on  clothes  or  other 
essentials — or  you  move.  It  costs  money 
to  move,  perhaps  more  than  you  could 
save  by  moving.  And  there  may  not  be 
a  cheaper  place  available.  But  from 
now  on  you  won’t  have  to  move,  be¬ 
cause  your  rent  won’t  increase. 

Many  communities  came  out  of  the 
depression  with  not  enough  houses  or 


rooms  to  go  around.  They  have  not 
been  able  to  build  new  ones  since. 
America  is  at  war  and  the  country  can 
no  longer  spare  the  men  or  material  for 
all  the  new  construction  we  need. 

War  workers  and  soldiers  pouring  in¬ 
to  many  towns  are  creating  a  demand 
for  housing  that  presses  hard  on  the 
already  short  supply.  This  demand 
started  to  push  rents  up  to  fabulous 
heights. 

But  Uncle  Sam  has  stepped  into  the 
picture — and  changed  it.  He  has  said 
rents  should  go  no  higher  than  they  were 
on  a  certain  date,  generally  March  1, 
1942.  The  Federal  Rent  Regulations 
are  now  being  extended  over  the  country. 
They  will  protect  you  from  unfair  evic¬ 
tion  and  make  sure  that  the  cost  of 
shelter — the  second  largest  item  in  your 
cost  of  living — will  not  go  up. 


Rent  Control  Is  A  War  Weapon 


Rent  control  is  an  important  section 
of  the  task  force  we  must  send— and 
keep  sending — against  inflation.  Other¬ 
wise,  rising  living  .  costs  will  overrun 
our  home  front  even  while  our  boys  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  fighting  front.  Other  sec¬ 
tions  of  this  domestic  task  force  are  price 
ceilings,  heavy  war  bond  purchases,  sta¬ 


bilized  wages  and  farm  prices,  higher 
taxes,  and  smaller,  shorter  term  personal 
debts. 

Controlled  rents  and  prices  work  for 
American  victory.  Soaring  rents  and 
prices  endanger  the  war  effort  and  lead 
to  post-war  collapse. 


Office  of  Price  Administration,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


What  Tenants 
Must  Know: 

IN  AREAS  UNDER  FEDERAL  RENT  CONTROL 

* 

No  matter  what  living  quarters  you  rent — 
in  a  house,  apartment,  hotel,  or  boarding 
house,  parking  space  in  a  trailer  camp  or  a 
bed  in  a  dormitory — the  rent  you  pay  is 
subject  to  Federal  Rent  Regulations. 

Q.  "I  am  a  ' paying  guest ’  in  the  home  of  friends.  Is 
my  rent  under  control,  too?” 

A.  "Yes,  if  your  community  is  under  Federal  rent 
control,  charges  made  for  any  kind  of  living 
quarters  are  affected.” 

As  a  general  rule,  you  do  not  have  to  pay 
more  than  the  rent  paid  on  the  Maximum 
Rent  Date  (in  the  case  of  hotels  and  rooming 
houses  the  highest  rent  in  the  30  days  ending 
on  /he  Maximum  Rent  Date).  In  most  areas 
this  date  is  March  1,  1942. 

Q.  "How  will  I  know  what  date  has  been  set  for  the 
house  or  rooms  I  rent?'’'’ 

A.  "The  Rent  Director’s  office  for  your  area  will  tell 
you  the  exact  date.” 

An  exception  to  the  general  rule  applies 
when  substantial  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  premises. 

Q.  "What  does  ’ substantial ’  improvement  mean?" 

A.  "It  means  adding,  for  example,  a  bedroom  or  an 
extra  hath  .  .  .  fixing  up  the  attic  so  it  can  be 
used  as  living  quarters.  It  does  not  mean  re¬ 
pairs  such  as  fixing  the  roof,  new  wallpaper,  or 
repairing  plumbing.” 

You  must  not  pay  more  than  the  maximum 
legal  rent  even  if  you  want  to  do  it. 

Q.  "My  rent  now  is  more  than  it  was  on  the  Maxi¬ 
mum  Rent  Date.  How  do  I  get  it  reduced ?" 


A.  "The  next  time  your  rent  is  due  simply  offer 
your  landlord  the  legal  rent.  You  do  not  need 
anyone’s  permission.  The  reduction  is  auto¬ 
matic.” 

You  may  not  be  evicted  by  your  landlord  for 
any  reason  until  the  Area  Rent  Office  is 
notified. 

Q.  "My  landlord  wants  me  to  get  out  because  he  is 
selling  our  house." 

A.  "As  soon  as  a  notice  of  eviction  for  any  reason  is 
made,  you  should  notify  your  Area  Rent  Direc¬ 
tor.  In  the  event  of  a  sale,  your  landlord  can¬ 
not  force  you  to  move  without  giving  you  3 
months’  notice.” 

You  cannot  be  charged  extra  for  some  serv¬ 
ice  formerly  included  in  the  rent. 

Q.  "My  rent  used  to  include  water  and  heat.  Must  I 

pay  extra  for  them  now?" 

A.  "If- they  were  ’pari  of  the  rent’  on  the  Maximum 
Rent  Date,  you  cannot  pay  extra  for  them  now.  ’ 

When  an  area  is  put  under  rent  control,  the 
Area  Rent  Director  will  send  to  each  tenant 
a  copy  of  the  landlord’s  legal  registration 
showing  the  rent  he  claims  was  being  paid  on 
the  Maximum  Rent  Date. 
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Q.  "Suppose  that  statement  is  incorrect — what  do  I 
do?" 

A.  "Notify  the  Rent  Director  at  once,  giving  him 
the  correct  facts.” 

Landlords  must  show  each  new  tenant  the 
official  copy  of  the  rent  registration  showing 
the  legal  rent  for  the  accommodations  rented. 

Q.  "What  if  I  am  moving  into  a  newly  built  house  that 
has  never  been  rented  before?" 

A.  "The  landlord  must  register  the  rent  he  charges 
you  within  30  days  after  renting.  You  will 
receive  a  copy  of  the  landlord’s  registration  from 
the  Rent  Director.” 


What  Landlords 
Must  Know: 

IN  AREAS  UNDER  FEDERAL  RENT  CONTROL 

You  must  file  an  official  Registration  Statement 
with  the  Area  Rent  Office  covering  all  dwelling 
quarters  for  which  you  collect  rent. 

You  must  keep  posted  in  all  rooms  of  hotels  and 
rooming  and  boarding  houses  a  schedule  of  legal 
rents  for  different  numbers  of  tenants  and  for 
different  terms  of  occupancy. 

You  may  petition  for  an  increase  of  rents  or  a 
reduction  of  services  under  special  circumstances. 

You  cannot  evict  a  tenant  without  notifying  the 
Area  Rent  Office  even  if  the  lease  calls  for  vacating 
the  premises  at  the  termination  of  the  lease. 

You  must  file  a  form  if  there  is  a  change  in 
tenancy  of  houses  and  apartments,  obtain  the  new 
tenant’s  signature  to  it,  and  show  him  a  copy  of 
the  registration  form. 

You  must  give  the  tenant  a  receipt  for  his  rent 
if  he  wants  it;  he  can  legally  refuse  to  pay  rent 
unless  you  do. 

If  you  sell  your  house  to  someone  other  than  the 
present  tenant,  you  must  have  received  from  the 
buyer  at  least  33%  percent  of  the  purchase  price 
before  the  Rent  Director  will  issue  a  certificate 
permitting  the  eviction  of  the  present  tenant  at 
the  end  of  3  months. 

You  must  make  a  separate  charge  for  meals  fur¬ 
nished  with  a  room.  You  cannot  require  a  tenant 
to  take  meals  as  a  condition  of  renting  the  room 
unless  you  did  so  on  June  15,  1942. 

If  you  charge  more  than  the  legal  rent,  the 
tenant  may  sue  and  you  may  have  to  pay  triple 
the  overcharge  as  damages  to  the  tenant.  For 
violations  of  the  Rent  Regulations  you  may  also  be 
punished  by  a  maximum  fine  of  $5,000  or  1  year’s 
imprisonment,  or  both. 
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How" Rent  Control  Works 


1.  A  defense  rental  area  is  given  a  60-day 
notice  by  the  Office  of  Price  Adminis¬ 
tration  to  bring  rents  down  to  levels 
prevailing  on  a  selected  maximum  rent 
date — generally  March  1,  1942. 

2.  If  this  has  not  been  done  by  the  time 
the  60-day  period  expires,  then  Fed¬ 
eral  rent  control  may  be  established. 

3.  Someone  familiar  with  the  local  rent 
situation  is  chosen  to  act  as  Area  Rent 
Director  and  an  Area  Rent  Office  is 
opened. 

4.  Federal  Rent  Regulations  are  issued 
setting  up  safeguards  against  evasion 
and  protecting  tenants  against  unfair 
eviction. 

5.  Landlords  are  required  to  register  all 
quarters  for  which  rents  are  collected. 

6.  Rent  Regulations  are  enforced  and 
disputed  cases  are  adjusted  by  the 
Area  Rent  Director. 
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